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About the Authors

Getting to know the creators of the content you read is important in understanding the
work_you are about to take part in. Below are short introductions:

lex is a 16 year old high school student living in New Jersey, USA. Web design has

been the primary focus of the work Alex has done online for the past 2 years.

Blogging has been another part of Alex’s online portfolio as he has worked in the
industry for over a year. Building websites is something he loves doing and often receives
treelance work from excited bloggers that visit his blog and see what he is capable of
doing.

When Alex is not doing work online, he’s rooting for the New England Patriots
(sometimes, a little too much), ‘txting’ friends, camping, or just chilling out at his house or
the gym. He enjoys life and is grateful for all he has. One of the mottos he lives by is
“Always try to live life to its fullest”.

eth is a 24 year old Law School Student living in Arkansas, USA. Blogging has been his
S primary focus online with more than 2 years of working on blogs. Outside of his own

blogging, Seth enjoys consulting new bloggers, freelance writing, and building his
network of friends online. Marketing blogs is a fun way that Seth spends his time online
through promoting his favorite blogs and helping others. With a Bachelor’s degree in Political
Science, Seth also knows how important writing is building a quality blog with excellent
content.

When Seth is not online he is reading a new book (preferably a biography or history book),
running, cycling, or spending time with his family. He enjoys life and works on building his
relationships with his family and friends. The greatest thing Seth believes will change people is
“sincere relationships”.




PLANNING TO EARNING

Introduction: What is Blogging?
This chapter will teach you the basics of what blogging is and how

to use this workbook for maximum blogging success.

originally the name quickly was shortened to a much easier name, blogs. Like a

website, blogs publish content — images, video, written information, etc., in an

easy to read format. There are many similarities between the two and some
differences. The key difference between a website and a blog is important.

B Logging is a very easy way to create content online. Called “weblogs”

The main thing differing between a blog and a website is content. A blog is updated
often with the most recent content on the front page of the blog. Some blogs show a
list of recent blog posts (published content) through teasers, featured articles, or sidebar
options.

Because blogs update so often they have a new ability to get regular readers to their
online content. For instance, a website might add new pages to their blog, but their
content generally stays the same. Many blogs update their information daily or
multiple times a week allowing online users up to date information on subjects that
matter to them.

Building a blog is a powerful tool for businesses, professionals, and anyone looking to
share their expertise and knowledge with the world. Many people have realized the
opportunity that blogs have created to sell their products or services to individual
shoppers and clients throughout the world.

Other bloggers have found ways to earn full-time livings by creating valuable content
that other online users would want to read and learn about. Then through the medium
of advertising and affiliate sales (selling other people’s products — with commission)
some bloggers are ecarning thousands of dollars a year. Becoming full-time,
professional bloggers, or more commonly known online as “probloggers”.

Blog topics range from the common to bizarre topics. Bloggers have learned that if
they are interested in the topic, someone else probably is true. So as you go through
this ebook (electronic book) realize the potential that your interests and expertise have
for earning a full-time income.
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How to Use this Workbook

This workbook is different than your average ebook. The point of the book is to work
alongside content that has already been created to help you in your blogging. Content
and information come from Blogussion’s Blogging Guide.

The guide contains useful information on a variety of subjects including:
e  What is Blogging?
e Why Should I Blog?
e Choosing the Right Setup
e Blog Design
¢ Doing Your SEO Homework
e Writing Great Blog Content
e Marketing and Advertising Your Blog
e Expanding Your Blog
e Farning from Your Blog

If you do not know what some of the topics are even talking about, like SEO, then you
are in the right place. You will get access to great content, how to and instructional
posts, and then the workbook will help you put it all together and start using it in your
blog.

To promote participation, which is the best way to learn, we have developed “Learning
Modules” to help you apply the principles being taught in the guide (online content)
and the workbook (this ebook).

Using the modules is very easy and trust us, it will help you to develop a better blog
successfully and with a lot less errors. Participation requires you to think, write and
work on building your blog.

It may be best to print out this workbook so that you can make notes, write in the
margin, highlight, and work the modules by hand. To access the guide information
which will correlate with the headings of the workbook, go to our blog at the following

web address: http://www.blogussion.com/planning-to-earning/guide/

Additionally you may click on the links in blue which will take you to the pages being
discussed.
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5 Reasons ¥ Modules: Defined by light blue headings and no underlining.
P You will find easy to follow step-by-step instructions to participate
fothelower-richten 1N Working out the project.

One |l ast tipé

Using the workbook is the easiest way to find valuable information too many of your
blogging needs. It will help you work out your blog setup and start earning. Take time
to use it during your blog setup and then throughout your blogging. Feel free to use it
over and over again, and if you know someone else starting to blog let them know
about this free resource.

This workbook and guide do not claim to have every answer to every question you
might have about blogging, so here is the best way to find blogging answers.

1. Type and hold the keys CTRL and F to pull up a “search” feature in this
workbook. Tty it right now.

2. Go to Blogussion to find the latest information on blogging with fantastic tips,
tricks and guides to blogging better.

3. Contact us through email by using our designated “Contact’ page.

We want to help you the best we can to get your blog started and on the path to
earning. Throughout this guide you will receive many tips on how to blog better. All
of these resources are free, so if you see something we should make more clear, or
need to fix let us know. It is a great way to show your appreciation for this free
resource to you.
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10 Reasons Why You Should Blog

Writing a list post is a great way to share content. The 10 Reasons to Blog post is a
great example of how to write interesting and easy content, remember that for later.

10 Reasons Now read the original post by clicking on the link to the left of
g‘zktl‘;;h‘; (‘)’%:siio:; ETO this text. Make sure you read the tips carefully and think about

how you would prioritize the different reasons. After reading
the ten reasons why you will be kicking yourself for not having started a blog sooner.
Many of you might have already been blogging and for you it will help you clear your
mind to some of the reasons that got you started in the first place. To help you out, I
will briefly list some of the reasons.

e [t’s Free

e Simple to Set-up

e Unlimited Features
e Speak your Mind

e Make Money

5 Reasons Why | Should Blog

Assuming that you read our reasons for blogging, let’s help you start figuring out what
yours are. The reason why this is important is to help you understand your purpose in
blogging and focus you in on why you are getting involved with this process. Blogging
is work, so knowing why you are doing it will be a useful asset later in the blogging
process.
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FIGURE 1.1 Blogging is a world-wide activity that allows you to reach millions of people in almost every language and in almost
every country. Understanding this powerful idea will help you in the development of your 5 purposes.
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Your Move. First thing to do is to begin writing your list for why you should blog.
Perhaps you have a special message to share, want to earn money, or love helping
people. Whatever it is this is the time to come up with at least 5 different reasons why
you should blog. It is important to write them down as this will solidify your reasons
as real truth and will allow you to return to them if the going gets tough.

1.

2.

3.

4,

5.

Bonus: come up with 1 more reason... we know you can do it... come on!

Next Step. Think about how these reasons will affect your blogging. If your #1
reason for blogging is to earn money then you will need to work hard and put in the
time to be successful. If your #1 reason is to share a message with the world, then you
will need to have a very specific topic you want to share. All of your reasons will mean
something about your blogging. Even though you are new to this, predict how they
will affect your blogging habits.

Tell Someone. After you have really thought about your reasons for blogging, it’s time
to shate it by writing an email to a friend or family member, telling a spouse, texting a
buddy, or just letting someone else know you want to do this. Not only will you make
your intentions concrete, you might convince a friend to start a blog too. Then you
both can go through the process of learning to blog successfully together.

P.S. — You just complete your first module.
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How to Choose a Topic to Blog About

Blogging Passion  The most important thing you can do when learning how to
Link: read the full article start a blog is to choose the right topic to blog about. Now
you might think that advertising, writing good content or even your blog’s design
would be far more important, but they are not! Let me explain.

Blogging is more than just having a place to put your thoughts online. It is a log
of ideas, articles, videos and anything you find interesting. Then it combines these
elements into a community of commentators, visitors and fellow bloggers.

With such a unique community blogging requires more than just putting a few
links or images on a blog page. Especially if you actually want someone to read
your blog! This is why your blog’s topic is so important. It is the basis of your
community and genius.

Without the right topic you will find yourself out of touch, under-taught and
perhaps even bored. For example, I don’t know anything about beauty products.
So if I was planning on building a blog I would not choose beauty products, the
reason being that very quickly I would run out of information, ideas and any
ability to help visitors coming to my blog.

The topic is also not something I am passionate about, which limits the likelihood
of my continued interest in the blog. People searching for “beauty products”
would come to my blog and realize quickly that I was out of my league.

So, what does this example teach us about choosing a topic for your blog?
e Know your topic well
e Be willing to learn more about it
e Choose a blog topic you love

A good way to follow these tips is to find out what it is you are generally talking
about. When you are at school, work or with friends and family what are you
discussing? What is a topic you feel like an expert in? Celebrities, Politics,
Baseball, Dieting, etc.? What is a topic you know a lot about that you could teach
others?

To choose the best topic for your blog, follow the 6 steps below. Each step will
help you narrow your choices, develop your ideas, and help you create a successful
blog you actually love working on.
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Brainstorm.

Think of as many topics as you can. Brainstorming is the process of spontaneously
creating ideas or solutions, so anything that comes to mind, write it down. Also it is
easiest if you categorize the thoughts. The categories will not only help you come up
with new ideas but keep your current ideas organized.

Brainstorm Activity

Fill in each row with as many different ideas as you can think of. 'This list will be

referred to later so make sure you spend adequate time doing this activity.

Work

School

Hobby

Other

Now that you have written as many topics down as you possibly can, choose your top
3 topics that you feel you would be interested in blogging about for an extended period

of time.

1.

2.

3.

Niche Activity

A niche is a sub-topic within a more general topic. For example, if you chose the topic
basketball, a niche topic would be NBA. Choosing a niche is important so that your
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readers know exactly what kind of information they will be getting. In addition it is
also good for you to know where you should narrow your topic down too.

You want to limit yourself from creating a random post about a huge topic, but do not
get so specific that within a few weeks you have nothing else to say about it. Niche’s
are important is selecting what you want to blog about.

For this activity you will input your top 3 topics and then after “>" you will put a more
specific niche topic.

1. >
2. >
3. >

With your niches now selected for your top 3 topics we are now going to test out the
topics to see if you can write about them. This is an important activity in helping to
really see how realistic your topics are.

Brainstorm Activity Il

For this activity you will take your topic niches and then create 3 potential post ideas
for each one. The reason you are doing this is to see how likely you are to actually be
able to create a post about the niche topics you have chosen. Below is an example to
help you get started.

Niche Topic = NBA

3 Potential Posts = New Regulations on NBA Basketballs will
Increase Dunks, Lakers Trade will Hurt Future Championship
Opportunities, Video: Best Buzzer Shots 2009

Your turn to try what I just did, do not worty about any actual content for in the post
just think about potential posts in the niche topic that you could write. If it comes
really easily for one topic over another then perhaps this is a good indication of what
you might excel at:

1. Niche topic =

Potential posts
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2. Niche topic =

Potential posts

3. Niche topic =

Potential posts

Search out Competition

To understand who you will be competing against to get visitors to your blog, you
must search out the competition. The information you will gain about your
potential competition will help to narrow you choices as you prepare to select your
topic.

Remember, if you have gotten this far you will also be off to a better start then
most bloggers. You right now have 3 topics you are most interested and
knowledgeable about, at least a niche for each of your top topics and 3 potential
posts. With this information you are probably itching to start blogging right now,
but you need to do just a bit more before you are ready to start.

Searching out the competition is essential to having a blog that gets traffic
(visitors), makes money (yes there is that potential) and shares your message. To
do this you need to do two things:

1. Use Google to search for your 3 topic choices. Then look at the results of
how many sites are showing up for your topic...

2. Look at the top blogs/websites showing up in your search results. How
big are the sites? Are they professional? Can you offer something
better?

Now that you have seen what the other blogs look like in the different topics and
niches you are interested in your decision on which topic to choose will be more
educated and a little easier. The better the topic then the more potential you have
for successful blogging.

Decision

Time to choose the topic you will go with. Remember the different things we have
covered and start getting excited about the topic you choose. You have a unique
opportunity to provide useful information to thousands of people about something
that you love so choose your topic and start getting pumped!
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Choosing the Right Content Management System

We will now discuss the basic functions of content management. Understanding
what your options are when it comes to using a content management system is
extremely important. Do not skip this step... it is essential
to setting up your blog the right way, the first time. Do not
make the mistake that thousands of other bloggers make by
choosing the wrong system and regretfully trying to move content later. Planning
today will make tomorrow a lot easier so read the material and then make some
decisions.

Choosing CMS

Link: read the full article

Blog Platform = Content Management System

A blog platform or “content management system” is the software you will use to
create/edit your blog and store it in a database system. There are 2 main options
when thinking about which CMS (content management system) to use, internal
and external CMS. We will describe these options and outline the pros and cons
of both options.

External

Blogger, Wordpress.com, and a few other companies offer external cms
platforms for you to use. What this means is that your blog is hosted

and created/edited using their software online. Hosting a blog is where
your blog is stored online. Almost all external blog systems host your blog for
free. External blogging platforms also register free domain names through their
sites for you as well.

Here is the low-down of what you get out of the external cms and why they are
giving it to you for free.

You get a free blog, free hosting, and free software to manage your blog. You get
an easy to use dashboard based system with countless video tutorials, guides, and
support. Part of the deal includes that you do something for the blogging
platforms that are giving you this great deal.

Here is what they are getting from you. Free advertisement because every domain
name (web address) they give you has their name in it like
www.yourblogname.wordpress.com. Blogger does the same thing and every other
blogging cms does as well. Every time someone goes to your blog they know it is
built using the external platform. The way it works is you are actually getting a
sub-domain off of their web address. They are free to create for them, and all
they pay for is hosting. Along with your web address based off of theirs, they also
have control and ownership of your blog and its content. If they feel you are
violating there terms and conditions, they can terminate you and all of your work.
This is something to definitely think about.

10
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As well as the ability to drop your blog off of the face of the earth, with no return.
External CMS companies also encourage and in some ways force you to use their
other software packages.

Blogger for example is owned by Google. So when using Blogger the easiest

features are Google products. If you want to use third-party software it can be
difficult. Options to customize your blog are also limited with the free options.
Remember if they are free they will lack the more premium functions available.

In summary excternal blogging platforms are easy to use sites in which your blog is created/ edited,
stored and named for free, but there are very important limitations that must be understood.

Internal

5 Wordpress.org is the best internal blogging platform. You might be
@ thinking that I just talked about Wordpress in the external blogging
platform area and I did, but that was “.com” and this is “.org”.

Operated by the same company Wordpress.org provides great
functionality and customization for your blog. You own the rights to your domain
name, hosting preferences and content. With internal blogging platforms like
Wordpress.org, you are in complete control of your cms.

Now there are multiple internal content management systems but Wordpress.org
is by far the best system available to bloggers. With constant updates to security
and features Wordpress (WP) users have easily upgraded technology at all times.

Another unique feature of the WP system is the plug-in features. Plug-ins are
optional features that bloggers can add on to their blogging software. With 1,000s
of options, plug-ins can turn the simplest blogs into powerful tools with limitless
features.

The blogger who uses wordpress.org gets complete control over their domain
name, features, hosting, and content. You own the rights to them. This is the
best part.

In addition to your ownership rights, the powerful cms software makes any blog
look extremely professional with 1,000s of themes (templates or designs) to make
your blog unique and beautiful.

Wordpress is flexible, professional and offers full ownership rights. The only
down-sides are that there is a cost involved with ownership, but they are extremely
small.

Costs for internal blog platforms include yeatly domain renting ($2.95 - $9.99),
monthly web hosting (.99 - §10.99), and a little more expertise for complete
customization.

11
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Weighing Your CMS Options

So you now have to weigh your options... Do you go external or internal? It
really comes down to the purpose of your blog. Are you planning to run a blog to
share some ideas or tips, maybe show off a hobby or share a message? Or are you
trying to make a professional blog to offer something for sale or perhaps to earn
some sort of revenue?

Either way, our recommendation would be to use Wordpress.org to set up your
blog and get established with professional looking content. The costs are minimal
but the potential is unlimited. Plus, there are so many ways to make money online
that covering your monthly costs should be very easy.

CMS Resources
Now go and sign up with your CMS. Wordpress.org is totally free and easy to use.
Here is the link to see some videos, explore your potential and get excited:

Wordpress.org

Choosing Your Web Hosting

An important but often forgot about element of blogging is web hosting. In many
ways it is good that bloggers often forget about their web hosting because it means
their blog is not down (not showing up), slow, or too expensive.

Web Host i ncYour web host is the company that stores all of your

Link: read the fullartide  information on it. ‘They do not have ownership rights, but
rather you rent space on their servers which allow your blog to be show to people on
the internet. The technical side of it is pretty confusing and difficult, so just know that
you pay them a small monthly fee to rent their computers which put your blog online.

The importance in looking for a web host is by making sure to get the best quality you
can find at a price you can afford. There are thousands of options, so be picky and get
opinions from a variety of places. We have used a variety of different hosts, but have
listed a few of our favorites in our guide’s Blog Setup page.

We believe that choosing a web host is important because if you have ever gone to a
blog/website and found a down site, ot one that loaded too slowly, you’ve expetienced
bad hosting.

Do not let this happen to you. Otherwise it could be very bad, bad for your readers,
clients, customers, sales, traffic, and a variety of things. Some search engines (very
important) give you demerits if your site loads too slowly. Get good hosting and save
yourself the hassle.

Free versus Quality

A big debate when it comes to hosting is whether you should take the bait and go for a
free or very cheap hosting service. They offer unlimited domains, unlimited
bandwidth, and unlimited “everything”!

12
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Do not be fooled. Nothing is unlimited, there is no technology allowing for that and
the quality of the hosting will be poor. Maybe, just maybe there is a one in a million
hosting service that is cheap and good, but we have never seen them.

Now when I am talking about cheap I mean $0.99. If you are thinking the other
option must be very expensive, it is not. Average hosting costs for average quality
hosting starts around $6 a month and goes anywhere above that. For a minimum of
$10 a month you can get pretty exceptional hosting service with little hassle, maximum
support, and excellent up-time.

To research the web hosting options follow the links to the left
to get a list of our recommended web hosting services that
offer good hosting at affordable rates. Do not be afraid to ask
questions, check with support and be skeptical of all promises. Your web hosting is
something you want to research, sign up for, get started and then forget about except
for monthly invoices.

Get a Web Host
Link: web hosting options

13
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Understanding Blog Design and Themes

The look of your blog is important to how visitors find your information, interact with
your content, and view your authority. While the content of your blog is most
important (we'll discuss this later) the design can be an instant attraction or distraction.

For examples of good design just a look at our blog, Blogussion. Not to be arrogant,
but the design of our blog is clean, calculated and beautiful. The most important
elements of design have been added to make the reader’s experience more enjoyable.

Design 2?26 s Lhe major purpose of the design is not to find something you like

Link: read the article because you are not the reader. Tty to find something the reader
will like and find easy to use. Look for themes that you can easily customize and
include the most important design elements.

Elements of Good Design

Blog Design is based around a few elements that make up your theme. Most blog’s
use themes without any customization, so finding the right theme is very important.
Here are the elements worth noting:

1. Navigation: Blog readers and new visitors will be looking for something
specific from your blog. Having a very functional blog navigation system will
allow your readers easy access to the information they are seeking. Factors
improving your theme’s blog navigation include sidebars, headers, post area,
and footers. There are more particular areas, but these general elements of
navigation are the most important for now.

0 Headers — should be personalized with a logo, text or other imagery to
create a truly unique and personalized blog. The specifications for
how large your header is should be based upon the principles of how
easy iIs it for your visitors to quickly find your content and start
reading.

0 Sidebar — must be clean, easy to read, and full of the most important
links to your content. The sidebar is the second place readers will look
for your content so make it obvious where your post material is.

0 Post Area - #1 most important part of your blog. This is the area on
your blog where all of your information and resources belong. Making
this area easy to navigate is extremely important. Keys to making this
area better include highlighting tips, bolding, underlining, creating sub-
headings and including proper formatting.

0 Footer — This area is often left to itself which is not always a bad thing,
Either spend considerable time making it extremely useful or leave it
alone!

14
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For Additional Design Tips:

e Choosing the Right Theme and Plug-ins

e FElements of Design: Proportion

e Flements of Design: Orientation

e 10 Important Traits of Design

e  Stellar Tips for Designing Content Areas

Design Quiz

Now it is your turn to see how much you have learned. Use the knowledge you have
gained and read about to find the best theme for your blog. By studying other themes
you can start to find out what you like and what a well structured theme is.

Use your knowledge and quiz yourself on the designs of these 8 Free Wordpress
Themes. Ask yourself what the first thing you see on the page is? What is right with
the design that you really like? What don’t you like? What is your favorite theme?
What is your least favorite? Asking yourself these questions will help you to better
understand the complexities of blog themes and how design plays an important role in

blogging.

Free versus Premium

Within the blogging community there is a major question that continually gets raised
among bloggers. If there is a better product (premium) should I buy it? The answer is
yes! If you have done your homework, got the money, and know it is what you want
for your blog then go ahead. Often premium programs are better because of the extra
features and time and love put into them.

For example, the biggest question is about premium themes. There are many free
themes for bloggers to use that cost absolutely nothing. And then there are the
premium themes. What are the differences?

Support, Uniqueness, Features, and Ease are the major reasons why people go
premium. If you are a new blogger going premium is by far the easiest way to blog
because of the endless support systems. By buying a premium theme you almost
always get free support forums, 24 hr chat, email assistance, and lots of tutorials to help
you use the theme to its maximum capacity.

Thesis Theme 1f you are going to go with a premium theme I would
Link: read about recommend using Thesis Theme although there are multiple
premium theme creators that all do an amazing job. The reason for using Thesis
though is the ease in customization, supetior coding, great support, and extra features.

15


http://www.blogussion.com/blog/tips-and-tricks/mapping-out-a-new-blog-choosing-a-great-theme-and-some-killer-plugins
http://www.blogussion.com/seo/elements-of-design-proportion
http://www.blogussion.com/seo/elements-design-orientation
http://sixrevisions.com/web_design/10-important-traits-of-a-great-blog-design/
http://www.blogussion.com/design/stellar-tips-styling-content-area/
http://www.blogussion.com/design/08-free-wp-themes
http://www.blogussion.com/design/08-free-wp-themes
http://diythemes.com/?a_aid=sethw

PLANNING TO EARNING

Our blog and countless other blogs were created using this theme and all of them look
very different. The possibilities are endless.

Here are a few more features that Thesis Theme offers that other premium themes
sometimes fail to achieve:

e Lifetime Support — this is more then just them helping you with your old and
dilapidated version you bought, but include frequent updates. Every time the

theme is updated you receive the update for free and it is so easy it is only a
click.

e SEO - it is difficult to explain if you do not have a lot of programming
background, but know that Thesis theme is at the leading edge of program
code and design. It combines a simple yet powerful system that is both
friendly to human readers and search engines as well.

Buy Thesis Now!
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Doing Your SEO Homework

Internet marketing, blog promotion, design, and traffic analysis is all built around a
term called SEO. The acronym stands for search engine optimization, meaning that
you have taken time to create and maintain a blog design and content with search
engines in mind.

The reason behind this is that search engines bring a lot of traffic for most blogs with
an optimal level being around 25-50%. Although you want diverse traffic sources,
search engine traffic brings you need readers who have most likely never seen your
blog before. To help your blog get found and organized by search engines you have to
make sure it is easy for them. This process is part of seo.

Basic SEO Fundamentals

Trinity of SEO

Talking about SEO can be challenging so I am going to break up this conversation into
brief summaries of 3 points. See if you can remember them
because not only will you need to know them for your blog,
but they will make everything else make a lot more sense!

Y.

Quality In-Bound Links — Understanding this concept is
easy. Your blog will get links over time from other blogs
and websites. These links pointing towards your blog are
called inbound links. Get quality inbound links usually
means getting links from blogs that have high authority with the search engine already
and lots of traffic. These links are more difficult to receive, but the most valuable to
have.

Web Standards Compliance — Again, another fairly simple concept. Certain
standards have been placed upon blogs and if you keep these standards then you are
more likely to receive good quality traffic then if you do not. You can check your blog
to see if it meets these standards with the W3C Validator and read more about the
standards at the full article on SEO.

Relevant Text Content — Sounds like an obvious thing to be doing, but many
bloggers try and use “black hat” tricks to get found for content they are not even
writing about. “Black hat” pretty much means doing something that is not technically
illegal, but definitely not accepted by other blogs and services.

The key to doing this concept very well is by actually writing about what you say you
are writing about. Make your “title” about something relevant to the rest of the blog
and you will find that you rank much better!

17


http://www.blogussion.com/seo/seo-fundamental-reminder/
http://validator.w3.org/
http://www.blogussion.com/seo/holy-trinity-seo/

PLANNING TO EARNING

In-Depth Articles:
How to Do Bad SEO

Blog Optimization Series: SEO

Top SEO Blogs and Resources: Part 1 —2 -3

URL Canonicalization

Get Your Site Indexed

Part of proper SEO is site indexing. When you start a blog your site is unknown to the
wortld. No one knows it exists except you, your hosting service, and your cms. So the
way to help other people find it is by getting it indexed, or found by search engines.

Doing this is pretty easy. You can let the search engines know yourself by submitting
your blog to their search engines or by getting a link to your blog. Then as the search
engines are scrolling through the other blog they will see the link and head over to your
blog. Getting your blog indexed is extremely important if you want any traffic outside
of the people you personally invite to your blog.

Index Now

Let’s go get your blog indexed right now! First let’s see if your blog is indexed already
and if not I will tell you how to quickly index on the most important search engines.
This takes only 5 minutes and you will be included on the world-wide web!

Checking if your blog is already indexed:

1. Go to Google.com and Bing.com and search directly for your blog’s name.
Make sure to use “ “ around your title when you search.

2. If there are no results for your blog in the search by inputting your name in
quotation marks and you put all of it there, then follow these next set of
instructions.

e Google: go to Submit Your URL (Web Address) > place your web
address in the form identified and input the anti-spam code.

e Bing: go to URL Submission Form fill out the form and you are done
with your submission. Your blog is now submitted to Bing and
Google!

e Warning: Do not submit your url more than once to a search engine.
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Tracking SEO

Keeping track of how you are doing is very important. To do this the fastest and
easiest way make sure you use the many tools available for SEO Utilities. Take a look
at the list and see what you can do to optimize your blog.

If you are unsure about many of the topics, learn what the most important parts of
tracking your seo performance includes by reading more about the subject. We put
together a fantastic article about Tracking Your SEO Performance.
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Writing Blog Content

Visitors are coming to your blog for one thing in particular and one thing only, to get
amazing blog content that you have produced. The blog content might be a variety of
mediums including video, audio, or software interaction but all of them will require
writing,

Just as we discussed in the SEO portion of the workbook, writing is important to how
search engines find your blog. Being a good writer is also important to how visitors
enjoy your blog. If they are struggling to read your writing and understand your
message you have little chance of them returning to your blog,.

This does not mean we all have to be William Shakespeare or even Dr. Seuss. What
we do need is to write uniquely and personally in a way that readers can understand our
main point and communicate back to us. Writing Great Content

Time Management Techniques

Writing can be a lengthy process and very time consuming. In order to save yourself
time it is important to follow some basic guidelines of time management. The first is
to always write down any idea that you get for a blog post. No matter where you are or
what you are doing, stop and write it down. Otherwise you will forget and then regret
the lost moment of genius.

Next it is important to maximize your time writing. The more blog posts you have the
better. People want to read a blog with lots of information and resources. Posts have
to be high quality though as well.

Length of Posts

Many bloggers wonder how long a post should be to attract visitors and search
engines. There is no official count other then more then 250 words and readable.
Otherwise make sure that your readers will get a targeted message and will not get lost
in the length or wish there was more information.

Think about your posts as the reader and when you are proofreading your work (yes
you should proofread everything) then see if it conveys the message you wished to
share. If not, be sure to revise it. Mixing up your post length can also be a good thing
so that no one gets bored of always having long posts or tired of never getting enough
detailed.

More information can be obtained at: Long or Short?

3 Elements Every Blog Post Needs

1. Main Point: your post no matter how long or short needs to have one
singular point it is trying to make. Even sentences should have a subject
to guide their direction. Likewise your posts should have a main point. So
first come up with this.
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2. Argument: I am not talking about being rude or snappy, but your main
point needs to be backed up with logical sub-points to form an argument
in behalf of your main-point. The sum of your argument will create the
necessary logic needed to prove your ideas correct or relevant.

3. Structure: Short posts especially need structure. Open quickly and
powerfully but get to your main point in a couple of sentences. Then go
directly into your argument, address your points and then the points of the
other guys. After counter arguing why you are still right then end with a
conclusion that is brief and summarizes your post.

In addition to using these major elements look at the following posts to increase your
writing ability and adjust your vision of what writing should be.

e 5 Experimental Writing Habits

o  Writing With Personality

e 7 Steps to Perfect Content Writing

Brainstorming and Thought Mining

I follow a simple 4-step Brainstorming process that regulates not just blogging minds,
but creative thinkers across the world. I was taught this technique at the tender age of
either or nine, but as the years packed on so did my understanding of brainstorming
and how critical it is for producing exceptional content.

1) Fill two pages of your journal 8 If you followed my previous posts, I've
blabbered on about keeping a journal - the same blabbering that received mixed
reviews and opinionated responses, which I’'ve accepted gladly.

Having said that, if you have decided to maintain a journal — take a topic or theme
from your blog and plan to fill at least two pages with ideas, definitions, opinions
from other bloggers or anything else you can find on the topic.

You can always get in touch with your readers and discuss with them on the topics
they would like to see you write. Perhaps a poll with key words? Then take a few
of these key words, the ones that most prominently stand out to you and continue
on to step 2.

2) Look up Keywords in your thesaurus and dictionary. Spend some time on a
dictionary or thesaurus. Personally, this is my favorite part of brainstorming
because learning new words and definitions allows me to explore areas that I
wouldn’t even consider otherwise.

The idea is to write down 4-5 definitions or synonymous phrases. When you think
you’ve got enough definitions and as you sift through you can move on to step 3.
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3) Research! Research! Then More Research - Use a search engine at your
disposal to read other blogs in similar niches to you. Frankly, it’s no secret — but I
spend a lot of my time on ProBlogger and ShoeMoney because their style of
writing and their gifted ability to connect with readers is extraordinary.

This is not as easy as it sounds, because many bloggers that use this step tends to
fall in to the pitfalls of imitating their author’s content. What does that mean?
Well, if you are repeatedly exposed to a single style of writing, you unknowingly
can adapt it. This can lead to a lack of uniqueness and will eventually force you to
fall short of success.

I just wanted to make it clear because many new bloggers tend to read so much
content from a handful of top bloggers, that they “copy” or “adopt” their writing
style. Take the effort to unearth your voice and your style!

4) Think what you want to read as a reader O Every now and then it helps just
to sit down and think; “What do I want to read about?”” You would be surprised
how often you and your readers have a common interest. I mean, they are your
readers because they enjoy something about you as a blogger, so there’s a good
chance your interest comply with theirs @

e Find Post Inspiration on Your Blog

e Mind Mapping

e 7 Ways for Inspiration

e 5 Realizations to Get You Writing

Using a Freelance Writer

When you are having trouble producing great content for your blog and you need a
high quality post, try looking at our article on producing on your bad days. If that still
does not work then try getting a freelance writer.

Freelance writers offer their services as independent producers of content. Often with
areas of focus and specialization, you are sure to find a writer to fit your needs and
niche.

This way you still get targeted content for your blog, but you do not have to write it
yourself. If this is an option you think might work for you, especially on busy days,
read: 5 Tips for Outsourcing
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Identify Your Writing

Study your weaknesses and strength by writing a practice post. Do this by filling in the
empty boxes. The first box indicates the main point you are trying to make. The
second is a brief outline of the argument, and third is the conclusion. For the main
point and conclusion you should write as if you are really writing a post you will
publish. For the outline, just list all of the arguments and structure you will make.

Purpose/
Main Point

Outline of
Argument

Conclusion

Now it is time to evaluate your writing. The first step is to look for errors in the
spelling and grammar. Next look for etrors in logic. These will be hard to find so
spend time reading the practice post and try it out loud too.
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Blog Marketing and Advertising

Building a blog, writing for it, and checking your search engine optimization are all very
important but without marketing your blog you are unlikely to have very much traffic.
What is the point of blogging if no one is going to see it!

The key to getting traffic is developing a simple, but effective marketing plan. You will
need to know the basics about building traffic and also understand that visitors (traftic)
do not come magically but have to be shown the way.

Online work is not much different then a bricks and mortar business in which
advertising, branding, and marketing are important. To get business (traffic) you need
people to know you exist, especially in today’s huge online market. The good news is
that there are so many new users that the market is growing and growing,

Building Traffic
Let’s talk about how to build traffic to your blog. You will first need to read some of
the articles to understand what it is we are talking about and how you can apply them.

e 6 Simple Ways to Build Traffic

e #1 Tip You May Not Be Ready for

So after reading about the 6 simple ways to get traffic you now have a very basic
understanding of getting traffic. I am going to hit upon 2 of the topics discussed and
help you get started.

Additionally when you read about thinking “outside the box” you should now know
that the best ways to get traffic to your blog are by doing what works. Tty lots of
things to see what is best for you and your audience.

Article Marketing: A simple an effective way to get traffic. There are 2 ways
this tool will help your blog get traffic. The first is through links on the article
that will point to your blog. When people read one of these articles they will
have the opportunity to click on a link going to your blog. They will not click
on the link unless they were impressed with the article they read, so make it
amazing]

The second way article marketing is effective in helping you is the link to your
blog. Again, the key to this form of marketing is putting links to your blog.
Links in this way not only get you direct clicks (#1) but also a better search
engine result position (SERP). This means when you type in Google or
another search engine you are more likely to be on the first page (ideal). The
reason links matter to your blog is that search engines determine what blogs
are important by how many links they have and from what source. So start
getting quality links. Search engine traffic is your primary traffic source so
make sure to work on getting it right away.
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Guest Posting: the single most effective way to drive targeted traffic to your
blog. Posting an amazing post on someone else’s blog is by far the best way to
get traffic to your blog, announce your arrival to the blogging world, and
declare your authority.

Getting guest posts involves work, but the returns are so good that it would be
ridiculous not to be apart of this. So look for “big”” high-traffic blogs that are
relevant to what you are blogging about and contact the blog owner. The
easiest way to do this is by looking for an email address under “contact” to
easily find the information. Then start writing a targeted post that would fit
perfectly with their blog. Once your guest post is up they will link to your blog
and help you get lots of traffic.

Getting Links

Part of building traffic is getting links to your blog. As you can see from article
marketing and guest posting links are vital to building your visitors. The more visitors
you have the more likely you are to accomplish your goals.

After writing an article titled: “45 Ways to Get Linked To” we decided to include a few
of them here for you to read. To really get some great tips though, make sure to read
the full article.

45 Ways to Get Linked To
1. Write content that is useful — Writing resourceful content will always

attract links, hands down. If you write an article that is overflowing with
useful and resourceful information — people wi// link to it.

4. Make a Top “X” List — Alex’s post on “100 Lists To Become A Better
Blogger” is the most successful post on Blogussion, to-date. This just goes to
prove how much people love “lists posts™ such as your “Top X [Something]”

7. Spread the Love — Dedicate a post or two per week to link to other
blogger’s posts that you found useful. More often than not, they will tell
their readers “Mr.X linked to my post, how cool!”

10. Hold a contest with an incentive. Contests atre great for link-baiting because
when people talk about it, there will always be “Check it out here” tagged
along with it.

14. Become active and post on relevant forums
31. Build on your Twitter profile then link to your site using your “Bio Area.”

37. D @\Darikn Rowse, ShoeMoney, Matt Cutts or Yahoo, MSN and
Google for back-links. It’s just a waste of time, especially the last three
“contacts”

25


http://www.blogussion.com/blogging-tips/45-way-link-building/
http://www.blogussion.com/blogging-tips/45-way-link-building/
http://www.blogussion.com/blog/tips-and-tricks/100-lists-better-blogger
http://www.blogussion.com/blog/tips-and-tricks/100-lists-better-blogger
http://www.twitter.com/

PLANNING TO EARNING

44. Link to Blogussion’s posts — We utilize the uses of ‘trackbacks.” Hence any
links to our posts, will automatically be rewarded with a back-link to them! So,
Why not share this post with your readers and followers?

Promotion Parade

You have read the articles on getting traffic in the guide and now it’s your turn to get
started! If you want traffic to your blog as soon as possible then it’s your turn to act on
all the things you have just read about. Don’t wait to get traffic to your site.

Do 3 of the following:

Choose 3 of the 45 Link Building Activities and do them now.

Find, Research and Write a Guest Post for a relevant blog. Submit
Sign-up with Ezine and write 2 articles for them between 250-350 words
Sign-up and start using Stumbleupon to bookmark your blog.

Sign-up and start using Digg to bookmark your blog.

O O0dodddgn

Comment on 10 Blogs using your URL
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Expanding Your Blog & Building Your Community

Your blog is more than just a place to publish posts. It should become a community
used for conversing about your topic. The only way this happens is by developing
excellent content and providing unique resources. [Read the guide]

Additionally providing services or products outside the norm will also improve your
community building and lead to more traffic and comments.

A key attribute to building a community and expanding your blog is by having a vision
or goal of what you want to happen. Expectations are another good word for it. Start
by thinking about your expectations and then we will talk about evaluating them from

myths.

Myth versus Reality

Having high expectations is a good thing! No I am being very serious now, expecting a
lot is really important, but only if you hold yourself to a very high level of work and
effort. Otherwise you are in for some unexpected returns.

It is also important to note that success rately, if ever, comes before the first 6 months
to a year. There are 1 in a million chances, but remember, your odds are not very good
and usually they are not as successful as they seem.

To learn more about the myths of blogging and to learn what it is all about read the

article titled 5 Myths About Making it Big
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Earning Revenue

Read the guide to get the most out of this area of the guide. For many of you this is
one major reason why you got into blogging. It is a great thing and a worthy goal. The
key is to build your traffic and get lots of visitors and then learn how to get your
visitors to help you make money.

Some blogs do this with advertisements, paid reviews, links, product sales, tutorials,
premium content and many more ways. So make sure to find out what your blog can
do to earn a revenue stream and perhaps help you become a full-time blogger.

Must Read: Real Ways to Make Money
To understand why this is a must read, you are just going to have to read this for
yourself. It is important for you to see all of the options you have at making a
legitimate income from blogging.

So look at a formula of options that will work best for you and your blog. The article
is 30 Real Ways to Make Money Blogging. These might not all work for you and your
topic or current traffic and so we have labeled the opportunities based on traffic and
ability levels.

The beginning section is made up of those options for a reason. The key being that
they are relatively easy to implement and require less traffic to start making money.
Novice bloggers with decent traffic but not yet a contender for being the most
influential can use another variety of revenue earning techniques. Probloggers have an
additional set of tools.

Note:  Probloggers can use all of the revenue opportunities; novice can use their
options and also beginners.

e 30 Real Ways to Make Money Blogging

Make Money Wisely

Earning revenue on the internet is not only possible but simple. There will be many
sites trying to tell you that it is easy, instant, and incredibly profitable with little effort
and some new product, you are now warned.

Making money online comes from having traffic and the best ways to do that are by
working to produce great content on your blogs and then getting people to come and
see your blog.

At that point making money is simple. Like I said, making money is simple but simple
is not the same as easy. Making money takes work. Nothing is free, but the lifestyle is
great and the opportunities are completely available. If you work hard and concentrate
on your goals you can earn an excellent income from blogging.
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Conclusion

The workbook is done. You should have read the entire workbook and also the
corresponding articles within Blogussion. If you read them all you will be far more
educated on the world of blogging and way ahead of 95% of all the other bloggers.

Now it is time to make sure you do everything you have learned. Act now to get the
most out of your education. If you want to be successful then make sure to not just
read about blogging but use the knowledge to be a blogger!

You will have opportunities to interact with other bloggers regularly. Remember, if
you want them to help you then be sure to help them first. Too many bloggers are
begging for someone else to make them a big shot and cut them their lucky break.

Your final assignment is to read Build Your Community, Stop Begging for It! Apply it,

follow the articles instructions and keep us posted on what you are doing with your
blogging.

We really do care about how your blogging journey is going, if you are earning, traffic
milestones, and how we can help. If you would like to contact us (we would love to
hear from you)... then these are the best ways:

Seth Alex

Email: sethfw8t@gmail.com Email: alexfrais@gmail.com
Twitter: Follow me Twitter: Follow me

Stumble: Subscribe to my Profile Stumble: Subscribe to my Profile
Digg: Become friends Digg: Become friends
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